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 It is an honor and a privilege to represent yourself, your family, and Stewart Middle School through participation in athletics. We believe our student athletes should exemplify and maintain unconditional sportsmanship and citizenship both on and off the field/court. Being a student athlete is a privilege that may be taken away, in addition to any consequences provided by school administration, from any athlete who does not abide by the following rules and regulations.
 Stewart Middle School student athletes must abide by the following rules and regulations:
 1. All rules and regulations listed in the Pasco County Student code of conduct are to be followed. 
2. Alcohol, tobacco or drug use will result in immediate dismissal from athletics for the year.
 3. Individual coaches will determine and announce in advance what constitutes excused/unexcused absences. Two unexcused absences from practice will result in a one game suspension. Three unexcused absences may result in dismissal from the team for the remainder of the season.
 4. Continuous classroom disruptions and disrespect reported by any of the student athlete’s teachers may result in an intervention from the coach. If behavior concerns continue in the classroom the coach and school administration will review possible dismissal from the team.
 5. If a player receives ISS (1st offense), they must attend practice(s), and participate. Athletes will not be allowed to play in events during their suspension. The player will sit on the bench dressed in street clothes and support their teammates. Example: One day of ISS on a day of a event. The player will attend the game or match sit on the bench in street clothes and support their teammates. Should a player receive any additional ISS during the season, it will be left to the discretion of the coach as to whether this player will remain on the team or not
 6. If a player receives OSS, they may not attend or participate in practices or games during their suspension. It will be left to the discretion of the coach and administration as to whether this player will remain on the team or not. Be aware that these days will count as unexcused absences 
7. Instigating, or participating in, any fighting, teasing or taunting, bullying, or harassment may lead to immediate dismissal from the team. It is the expectation that student athletes model appropriate social and emotional behavior for a school environment at all times. 
8. If buses are used to travel to a contest, student athletes must ride the bus to and from the event. Exception: for all sports except football, student athletes may ride home with a parent/guardian, who signs out the student athlete after the event and in the presence of the coach. The coach must be able to verify the identity of the parents/guardian prior to releasing the student athlete. 9. Athletes are expected to attend ALL classes and be on time to school daily. A player must attend add least 3 classes during the school day to be eligible to participate in practice or the regular game. On a rare occasion a player may be excused due to an appointment by providing a note with specific times of arrival and departure from the appointment. Attendance will be monitored daily. In an emergency (example: death in the family) you would need to get administrative approval. 10. Student athletes are expected to secure transportation home after practices and athletic contests in a timely manner. Failure to follow this rule may result in dismissal from the team. 11. Student athletes who are found to have committed a felony or delinquent act which would have been a felony if committed by an adult, regardless of whether adjudication is withheld, will be dismissed from the team. 12. The principal, athletic director, and coach will address situations that may arise which are not directly addressed in these rules & regulations to determine appropriate discipline which may include dismissal from the team. 13. If uniforms are not returned following dismissal from the team, or at the end of the season, the student/parent will be responsible to pay the current replacement cost. 14. The principal, athletic director, and coach will address situations that may arise which are not directly addressed in this Athletic Policy to determine appropriate discipline which may include dismissal from the team. We have read, understand and agree to abide by the rules and regulations listed above in this Stewart Middle School Athletic Policy ______________________________ __________ _________________________ Student athlete signature Date Parent/guardian signature
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